I8S4J                        SILISTRIA                            147

us to double taxes and similiar inconveniences.
Troops are being sent off every day as fast as they
can be got ready, and before Michaelmas you will
probably have nearly 50,000 men in Turkey. If a
great blow is struck no one will complain, but we shall
soon have a strong outburst of murmurs if it should
turn out that nothing is to be done.

"Believe me, with very kind regards and in
prospect of a speedy meeting.

11 Yours ever faithfully,

"JOHN T. DELANE."

According to the arrangements made so far by
Delane for reporting the war, Chenery was to remain
at Constantinople, W. H. Stowe was to come to Varna
in order to leave Russell free to "ride to the sound
of the guns," and Charles Nasmyth, a young officer
of the East India Company, was already gone to
Silistria. Delane's original plans were, of course, laid
on the expectation that there would be a campaign
on the Danube. When the attitude of Austria com-
pelled Russia to leave the Principalities, everything
was changed, and the movements of the various corre-
spondents had to be adapted frequently and quickly to
the circumstances. Russell was bound to take some
responsibility upon himself in meeting emergencies
when there was no time to communicate with Delane.
For example, during the fighting at Silistria, he wrote
home that he had virtually decided to go there tem-
porarily in order to join the Turkish Army, although
there were two correspondents acting for the Times
with it already. As the fighting at Silistria was the
only important event at the moment when Russell
took his decision, there seems to have been at least a
plausible case for concentrating the forces of the Times
in that direction. Circumstances, however, changed
this plan. A letter written by Mowbray Morris, the